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Benny Benack III 

Lemon Bay High School clinic 

The CCJS jazz education commitment is on the grow 

On February 6, we partnered with Lemon Bay High School in Eng-
lewood to bring Benny Benack and the Florida Gulf Coast University 
Jazz combo into the school for a three hour clinic and an evening 
concert. The students learned about improvisation and had a 
chance to perform and work on their jazz band pieces with Benny.  
 
At the evening concert, Benny played a full set with the FGCU com-
bo, the Lemon Bay Jazz Rays played several tunes, and then they 
all played ñBennyôs from Heaven,ò (singer Eddie Jeffersonôs whimsi-
cal update of ñPennies From Heavenò), which featured Benny on 
vocals and trumpet. 
 
On February 8, a similar set of events were hosted at Charlotte High 
School. The students had a two-hour after-school clinic with Benny 
Benack plus a performance by the Brandon Robertson Trio. The 
feedback we received from the band directors, students, and audi-
ence members has been very positive.  
 
If you are interested in helping to organize events like these please, 
contact Shawn Marren by email at shawnmarren@mac.com. The more volunteers we 
have involved, the better we are able to serve the community with professionally struc-
tured events like these. 

Education Fundraiser 

CCJS held its first Education Fundraising Dinner on Sunday, February 5. It  featured trum-
peter and singer Benny Benack III with the Brandon Robertson Trio, kicking off the trum-
peter and singerôs week-long music education and concert residency. 
 
More than 100 guests enjoyed this sold-out event at the Charlotte Harbor Yacht Club. It 
included testimonials from area band directors and students, and Benackôs 90 minute  
concert. 
 
Special thanks to our sponsors , Dr. Douglas Joyce and Scott & Audrey Gould, and to Dr. 
Tony Gil for his lead in organizing the event. 
 
All proceeds from this event will continue funding our school visits and student-training activities. 

Jazz education is alive and well in Southwest Florida, and the Charlotte County Jazz Society is right in the thick  of initiatives 
that are benefiting students in Charlotte County and several neighboring counties. 
 
Hereôs a look at these exciting, related efforts. 

Community Outreach 

Student bands are Superior 

Several of our Board members attended the District 11 Jazz Ensemble Music Performance Assessments, which were held Febru-
ary 15 at Lemon Bay High School. 
 
Twenty-six middle and high school jazz bands, totaling 573 students, competed from Charlotte, Sarasota, and Manatee counties. 
All three Charlotte County bands in the competition (Charlotte High, Lemon Bay High, and L.A. Ainger Middle) earned  
Superior ratings. 
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Charlotte High School concert 

Lemon Bay High School concert 
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Scholarship  Update 

CCJS continues to be a strong supporter of our local students who have taken up jazz studies as 
part of the music curriculum.  The scholarship committee has visited all three Charlotte County 
high schools to introduce our scholarship for this year and answer any questions from seniors 
and directors.  
 
The response to our first Membersô Funded Scholarship has been beyond expectations and we 
are grateful for your support of the CCJS mission to assist high school Seniors with college ex-
penses. The project began with a $1,000 pledge of matching funds, which was quickly met and 
then supplemented by an additional $1,000 donation. 
 
Scholarships will be awarded at the April concert, 
so there is still time to contribute to this designat-
ed fund by a direct contribution via cash or check 
to CCJS Scholarship Fund, or by a donation of 
$5 to enter the drawing for a gift basket valued at 
more than $400. Gift basket tickets will only be 
available before the start of the March 13 concert 
and the winning ticket will be drawn during inter-
mission.  
 
All donations to this fund must be made no later 
that March 31, 2023 so that the scholarship com-
mittee can determine the number of awards to  
be presented to deserving Seniors. With your 
help, this can be a significant scholarship which 
will be proudly presented in your name! 

2 



 

1. Mason Hunt, Benny Benack III, Brandon Robertson, 
John Gonzales 

2. Brandon Robertson, Benny Benack III 
3. Shawn Marren 
4. BennyBenack III, Lynda Platt, Shawn Marren 
5. Shawn Marren, Aaron Lucas, Rocky Lucas 
6. Benny Benack III, Ken Franckling, Dr. Tony Gil 
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Additional photos from February 5 fundraiser 


